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From the Health Commissioner 
pubic health districts 
across the state and na-
tion strain to provide the 
critically needed basic 
core public health ser-
vices and maintain the 
needed qualified person-
nel to get the job done.  
 The dangers and 
threats we face in public 
health are very real.  
More than ever, individu-
als, families and commu-
nities need to work to-
gether and stand shoul-
der to shoulder to help 
each other. I think the 
health of our community 
and nation depends upon 
it. 

 - Marjorie S. Broadhead, 
MBA, RN, RS 

 

 Public health 
plays a critical role in our 
society as a watch guard 
and protector.  And our 
ability to function as a 
society will be in direct 
proportion to our ability 
to manage and prevent 
public health threats.   
 Our natural 
environment is threat-
ened at every front.  
These threats, whether 
caused by disease, natu-
ral disaster, or brought 
about by man, can lead to 
public health emergen-
cies.  New diseases are 
constantly emerging, 
while others re-emerge 
in drug-resistant or other 
forms to threaten human 
life and the quality of our 
lives.  Pollution, extended 
heat waves, drought, 
severe snow and ice 

storms, floods, and torna-
dos are on the increase in 
severity and frequency.   
 We owe so 
much to the basic princi-
ples and practice of pub-
lic health.  If we do not 
have a basic, quality 
public health system in 
place---history has shown 
us the sad fact that it will 
lead to disaster.  There 
are cities and states that 
still struggle to recover 
because they did not 
have nor do they have a 
strong coordinated pub-
lic health system in place. 
 The corner-
stone of effective prepar-
edness and response 
consists of skilled person-
nel with the right exper-
tise and in sufficient num-
bers.  In these difficult 
economic conditions, 
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• HIV/AIDS 

• Children with 
medical handicaps 

• Health options for 
teens clinic 

• Family planning 

• Lead clinic 

• Inspecting and 
issuing permits 
and/or licenses 

• In-house & other 
inspections/
evaluations 

• Nuisance com-
plaint investigation 

• Animal bites 

• Food poisoning 
outbreaks 

• Health hazards 

• Environmental 
health education 
programs 

 
 - Carol Lynch, Board 
President 

 As you review our 
2008 report, please note 
an emphasis on  well-
ness, including em-
ployee wellness. 
 Employees of the 
health district have 
been actively engaging 
in wellness initiatives.  
Some of the things em-
ployees have done in 
2008 include; 

• Participation in a 
county wellness 
committee 

• Participation in a 
health district 
walking program 
as well as county-
wide walking pro-
gram 

• To reduce child-
hood obesity there 
is a program enti-
tled “Dance, 
Dance Revolution” 
which our school 
nurse has offered 

to the various con-
tracted schools. 

• “Word of Mouth” 
in schools is an anti
-smoking program 
geared at helping 
kids find alterna-
tives to smoking. 

Other ongoing initia-
tives include: 

• Dental clinic 

• W.I.C. 

• Birth/death certifi-
cates 

• Personal care 

• Communicable 
disease 

• Prenatal health 
care 

• Help Me Grow 

• Car seats 

• Pediatric specialty 
clinics 

• Immunizations 

• Senior clinic 

71 S. Washington St., Suite 1102 
Tiffin, Ohio 

Contact us at: 
419/447-3691 Tiffin; 419/937-

2812 or 419/435-3024 (Fostoria) 
Or fax us at 419/448-5782 

Visit us on the web: 
www.senecacohealthdept.org 
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